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the question. To satisfy my covetous feelings* or cupidity, if had any, I would not adopt such a step, as tlie Ruler has every right to satisfy me, and her action will inure during her life-time., The Sultan Jehan and her husband could not and can not stand in the way of ray ambitious projects, I have been already provided with a rich and considerable Jaigeer, and ray children have been similarly provided. Moreover any attempt to improve the-prospects of my children, the fruits of my first marriage, at the cost of the State, will be quite infructuose. Thus the acquisition of wealth, or the usurpation of any powers in the State, can not be-checked by the Sultan Jehan and her husband.
As regards malice, I do not remember any instance in wliicli my feelings were excited against the couple. Since my marriage, I took considerable interest in the welfare of Ahmed Aly and the Sultan Jehan. It was I who recommended the former to the Begum before the marriage; it was I who watched the education and training of tlie young* man, and lastly it was I who tried utmost to bring-round Ahmed Aly from his reckless and bad habits.
The Sultan Jelian incurred the displeasure of her mother, on account of her unbecoming conduct, and I would ask Her Highness to say whether or not I interceded in behalf of her daughter.
I am exceedingly sorry to find that a false charge has been brought against me. Por some time past, I have cut off all connection with the outside world and have turned iny undivided